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The Passion Was Born 
Alan & Wendy Milano 

Where does one begin? 
Thinking back it was probably 1974 when Wendy, 
my wife, and I had only been married about 18 
months, and I was s till performing in two promi-
nent Sydney Rock Bands, Buffalo and then Southern 
Cross. My drummer in Southern Cross, Jeff 
Beacham, bought a 1967 Jaguar 3.8, S Type and of 
course in traditional colour British Racing Green. 
What a stunning car for its time; it had style, luxury 
and performance, of course it wasn't considered 
classic at that time. 
The events that followed changed my passion for 
the automobile. 
Jeff decided that he would go and spend a little time with his parents and siblings in New 
Zealand, where he was originally from and in doing so he asked me if we wouldn't mind 
looking after his Jag, whilst he was gone. He wanted us to treat it like it was our own, natu-
rally we said "No Problemo.'' He was gone for 3 weeks and in that time we certainly en-
joyed the thrill of driving such an exotic vehicle. When Jeff returned he told us that his old-
er brother Dr. Beacham was a passionate Jaguar enthusiast and had become a master in 
restoring these old beauties, he has gone on to become one of the world's leading Jaguar 
restoration and modification experts. BEACHAM JAGUARS NEW ZEALAND 
A good six years went by as we settled in to our married life, bought a house and had our 
first child Jodi-Ella, by then I had left music and had become the proprietor of a rather suc-
cessful restaurant, so its fair to say life was looking pretty good. Around the beginning of 
1982 an ad appeared in the Trading Post, “1963, Daimler MK11 2.5 needing a new home 
and some work.” I went to have a look and decided to tackle the project. 
What a project it turned out to be "Big Lesson" lots of money, blood, sweat and tears, but 
by 1983 it was looking a million dollars so to speak. 
Our second child Franki had ar-
rived by this time and our family 
was complete. We were so 
proud of our Royal Blue Daimler 
which was Christened “MONTY." 
The kids loved riding in the back 
seat when we went for our 
weekend drives. Unfortunately 
or fortunately, I caught the car 
bug. I started looking at what 
else I could buy and came across 
a Rare racing fitted MK1 1957 
Jaguar, at a steal which, lucky for 
me , had no restoration required.  



Five Months later I was approached by a 
chap who wanted the car and offered me 4 
times the amount I had paid, so I let it go. 
''That's what money does!'' 
I then found a 1960 MGA, again for the 
right price, by this time I was well and truly 
hooked on classics. Shortly after we ac-
quired a beautifully maintained Daimler 
Double Six for a mere $1000 another Sen-
sational car, we had many interstate trips 
to visit the family, it 
was like paradise.  
As in everything in life you have the highs and lows, 1985 hit us like a ton of bricks when 
certain investments went horribly wrong and the first things to go were the toys "Sad Sad" 
We stayed positive, did what we had to do and in November 1986 decided to start fresh 
by moving to Adelaide.  
We hung on to Monty the Daimler. I 
guess lady luck can be cruel and kind 
at times, January 1988 we moved 
into a beautiful property in McLaren 
Vale this was a positive turning 
point, all was good for around 8 
months when one afternoon on the 
way home in Monty, returning from 
a wonderful drive getting to know 
Adelaide, one of the pistons decided 
it had enough and shattered into a 
thousand pieces, money was tight 
and with other priorities Monty was garaged where he stayed parked for the next 12years. 
Early 2000 we decided to sell up and build a new house that's when the decision was 
made to sell Monty. 
Who came to the rescue? None other than our own Mik Bojko, and most of you know he 
has restored the Daimler to be the beautiful car that it is today. Well done Mik. 
Shortly after moving 
into our new home 
still in McLaren Vale. I 
developed an itch. I 
think it had some-
thing to do with the 
Passion I had in the 
early eighties. So the 
quest to build the 
collection started all 
over again. 



We are now the proud custodians of five classics; a 1952 Riley RMA, 

1964 AP5 Valiant Regal with 1968 
Escort caravan, 
1964 MGB, a beautiful 1966 
Daimler MK11 
1975 VW Kombi Camper. 

We feel blessed in being the owners of a little 
part of history, significant enough to make 
some difference in their own way. As some of 
you may already know I returned to the 
world of Entertainment after a very long 22 
years break and loving every moment, as 
they say one is never too old to follow their 
dreams and passions. 

Hopefully our little story has opened a small 
door into knowing who we are a little better, I 
suppose we can all relate to a similar past, 
but the truth is that we all share the very 
thing that makes us members of this special 
club. 
'' THE LOVE OF CLASSIC VEHICLES.'' 

If anyone enjoys listening to good live music 
do come along to one of my live shows, al-
ways a pleasure to catch up I know some of you have already had the pleasure but there's 
always room for one more.  
Look for the "The Barker Boys" on Facebook. 

Enjoy, and safe driving to all. 
     
 Alan and Wendy Milano 

 

 

“A polished classic car is like 
a good friend” 

“It may show a few wrinkles, 
but it's still a joy to be around”  





Members gathered bright and early at the 
Sefton Park Shopping Centre car park, the 
starting point for another memorable club 
outing. Before the vintage cars rolled out, the 
group came together for a club meeting intro-
ducing newly elected  President Anthony Rus-
sell.  

It was a great chance to welcome Anthony into the role and hear about the exciting activi-
ties planned for members in the months ahead, with several outings and events already 
on the calendar, there's plenty to look forward to. 
With business done, engines fired up and the convoy of vintage cars set off for the Army 
Museum of South Australia at Keswick Barracks, better known to many as the Keswick Mil-
itary Museum. Tucked away on ANZAC Highway, the museum has been preserving South 
Australia's military story since 1992, when the need to 
safeguard the state's rich history was first recognised. 
Fittingly, the museum itself occupies a piece of that histo-
ry, Building 112, originally built in 1912 as a stables, now 
houses galleries tracing South Australian involvement in 
conflicts from the colonial era right through to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 
Run largely by dedicated volunteers, many with defence 
backgrounds of their own, the museum staff were ex-
tremely generous with their time and knowledge, sharing 
stories and insights into South Australia's military past. 
Members were clearly enjoying, taking in the exhibits 
and soaking up the history on display. Many of the dis-
plays are interactive, and members made the 
most of this, engaging hands-on with the exhibits 
as a way of deepening their understanding of the 
state's wartime heritage. 



The weather played its part nicely, a cold morning, but with clear skies and sunshine that 

made for a comfortable day exploring the grounds. Come lunchtime, members spread 

out for a shared picnic, with plenty of banter, laughter and good times passed around 

along with the food. The younger members of the group, meanwhile, found their own 

kind of joy, running about with sticks and enjoying a fun game of chasey. 

Refreshed and recharged the group set off on a history walk around the military 

grounds. It was a fascinating way to round out the visit, with more stories and context 

bringing the surrounding landscape to life. There was a note of sadness in the air, 

though, on learning that these historic grounds are slated for housing development 

within the next three years, meaning outings like this one will become a rarer opportuni-

ty as time goes on. 

All in all, it was a fantastic day out for the club, a wonderful blend of camaraderie, vin-

tage cars, good food and a genuine appreciation for South Australia's military history. A 

big thank you to the museum staff for their generosity, and to everyone who came along 

and made the day such a success. With a new presi-

dent and more activities on the horizon, it's clear the 

club has plenty more great days like this one still to 

come.             Submitted by - Tammie 













To a Wonderful Woman 

When I think of Beth Martin, my memories take me back to 1972, when I acquired the parts for my very 

first Model T Ford. It was then that I joined the Model T Ford Club, where I met Beth and Horrie. From 

that day on, a lifelong friendship began, along with many wonderful friendships with other club mem-

bers. 

Beth was one of the much-loved "T.F. Supper Ladies," always helping to make everyone feel welcome. 

Right from the very beginning, Kay, our three children, and I were treated as though we were part of one 

big extended family. 

I have many fond memories of our club runs. We would stop for morning tea or lunch, and after unload-

ing the car, I would make my way around to admire all the delicious homemade treats—sampling a few 

along the way before returning to Kay and the children. I can still hear Beth gently reminding me that 

they were the children, not the kids! She never missed an opportunity to correct my English with a smile. 

Beth, together with the other older mums in the club, was always there to offer advice, encouragement, 

and a helping hand to the younger families. Their kindness and friendship helped create the wonderful 

family atmosphere that made the club so special. 

Beth remained active and independent throughout her life, continuing to attend club events whenever 

she could. In more recent years, she often came along with Trevor and Maxine, and one of the most 

memorable occasions was celebrating her remarkable 100th birthday with everyone. 

Only recently, Kay and I had the pleasure of meeting Beth and Trevor for morning tea at Sefton Park 

Shopping Centre. We spent a wonderful time reminiscing about the early days of the club, sharing stories 

and laughter. It is a memory I will treasure forever. 

Beth was a truly lovely lady whose warmth, kindness, and friendship touched so many lives. She will be 

deeply missed by her family, her many friends, and all those who had the privilege of knowing her. 

Kay & Tony Russell 

My Beautiful Friend - Beth 

Beth is what I would describe as a true lady. I was lucky enough to meet Beth 23 years ago when I joined 

a vintage car club that she was involved in. She made me feel most welcome from the time I walked in 

the door, which was very nice as a new member and not knowing anyone. I formed a long lasting friend-

ship with her and very much enjoyed listening to her stories. I was absolutely honored to be asked by the 

family to speak at her 100th birthday celebrations. I have a photo on my phone that I will cherish forever. 

It’s a photo of Beth holding her letter from the king alongside her older sister holding her letter from the 

Queen. I still remember when Beth arrived at her 100th celebra-

tions and she showed me the letter. I was shocked to find out 

that her name was actually Jessie. 

Rest easy my beautiful friend and I really hope we meet again 

sometime. You will be sadly missed by me. I will treasure and 

hold close to my heart all the wonderful memories I have of you 

and our friendship 

Adam Jones. 







Mary Anderson 
The Woman Who Helped Us See the Road Ahead 

Did You Know? 

• Mary Anderson was born on 19 February 
1866. 

• She patented the windshield wiper in 
1903. 

• Cadillac made windshield wipers stand-
ard equipment in 1922. 

• She was inducted into the National Inven-
tors Hall of Fame in 2011. 

• Every modern motor vehicle still uses the 
basic principle behind her original design. 
 

When we take our vintage, classic or modern 
vehicles out for a drive, there is one simple 
invention that most of us rarely think about – the windshield wiper. 
Yet without it, driving in wet weather would be a very different experience. 
The story begins in the early 1900s when an American woman named Mary Anderson 
was visiting New York City during a snowy winter. While travelling on a streetcar, she no-
ticed the driver continually struggling to see through the front window. To maintain visi-
bility, drivers often had to open the window, exposing themselves to the weather, or stop 
altogether to clear the glass by hand. 
Seeing an opportunity to solve a common problem, Anderson developed an ingenious 
idea. She designed a manually operated windshield-clearing device that could be con-
trolled from inside the vehicle. Her inven-
tion used a lever connected to a spring-
loaded arm fitted with a rubber blade that 
swept across the glass, removing rain, 
sleet and snow. 
In 1903, Mary Anderson was granted U.S. 
Patent No. 743,801 for her windshield wip-
er design. Although simple by today's 
standards, it was the first practical and 
effective device of its kind. 
At the time, many people believed the in-
vention would distract drivers and had 
little commercial value. As a result, manu-
facturers showed little interest in adopting 
the design. However, as motor vehicles be-
came increasingly common, the im-
portance of clear visibility quickly became 
obvious. 



By 1922, Cadillac recognised the value of Anderson's invention and began fitting wind-
shield wipers as standard equipment on its vehicles. From that point forward, the wind-
shield wiper became an essential component of automotive design throughout the 
world. 
Mary Anderson's achievements extended well beyond her invention. A successful entre-
preneur, she managed an apartment building in Birmingham, Alabama, and later operat-
ed a cattle ranch and vineyard in Fresno, California. Despite her remarkable contribution 
to motoring history, she received little recognition during her lifetime. 
It was not until many years later that her pioneering work received the acknowledge-
ment it deserved. In 2011, Mary Anderson was inducted into the National Inventors Hall 
of Fame, cementing her place among the innovators who changed everyday life. 
Today, every time we switch on our wipers during a rain shower, we are benefiting from 
the foresight and ingenuity of a woman who simply saw a problem and found a solution. 
For motoring enthusiasts, Mary's story is a reminder that many of the features we now 
take for granted began with a single idea and the determination to make travel safer and 
more comfortable for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The next time you're caught in a rain shower on a club run, spare a thought for  
Mary Anderson – the woman who helped drivers see the road ahead.  

Submitted by Nigel Wooster 





“Owning a Classic or Vintage car is the only hobby where you spend 
thousands of dollars just to say,  

They don't make them like this anymore!'"  



MEETING MINUTES 
05/07/2026 

Welcome Anthony welcomed all those present to the June 

meeting of Friends of Vintage Motoring. He thanked 

members for their support in electing him as President 

  

Present: 

  

As per the clubs database   

Apologies: 

  

Trevor and Maxine Martin, Bob and Rosa Yates, Brian 

and Heather Walsh, Tony and Kay Russell 

  

Acceptance of 

Minutes: 

Anthony called for a motion to accept the minutes of 

the AGM as published in the May Motormeter 

Moved:  Dale 

Seconded:  Mik 

That the AGM 

minutes as distribut-

ed in the Motormeter 

be accepted 

Carried 

Secretary’s Report: 

From the Committee: 

In the absence of the Secretary there was no report 
 

 

Treasurers Report: In the absence of the Treasurer there was no report  

The Motometer: Anthony thanked all those that had contributed to the 

Motormeter and hoped that everyone had enjoyed 

reading their copy. 

 

Monthly Runs: Mcleods Daughters run—9th August  

Fort Glanville—20th September 

Wakefield House—28th September 

Details can be found in the Motometer 

Anthony thanked the members who have  both orga-

nized and participated in club runs. He stated that the 

friendship shared at these events makes the club what 

it has become. 

 

General Business: Dale reported on the recent meeting of the Federation.  

Close: There being no further business Anthony closed the 

meeting and invited all those in attendance—TO START 

YOUR ENGINES 

 





Friends of Vintage Motoring 

 

Friends of Vintage Motoring 

Sunday 
8th 

November 

Sunday 
20th 
Sept. 

 
Gungellan Hotel - Freeling 
Organiser: The Committee 

friendsofvintagemotoring@outlook.com 

 
Fort Glanville 

Organiser: Erin Lawes 
erinlawes@gmail.com 

Sunday 
9th 

August 

Monday 
28th 
Sept. 

Sunday 
11th 

October 

 
Wakefield House 

Organiser: Mik Bojko 
friendsofvintagemotoring@outlook.com 

 
The Big Rocking Horse 

Gumeracha  
Organisers: The Committee 

friendsofvintagemotoring@outlook.com 

 
Mik’s famous Cherry Run 

Adelaide Hills 
Organisers: Mik Bojko 

friendsofvintagemotoring@outlook.com 




